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length westward, with the same result. The motive as-
signed for the expedition is the desire of Dareios to
avenge the wrong done by the Scythians to the Median
empire about a hundred years before : but this motive is
scarcely more constraining than that which is supposed
to have taken the Persians to Egypt to avenge the
slaughter of their remote forefathers by Rameses or
Sesostris. As to the incidents at the bridge, it is enough
to say that either the lonians were faithful to Dareios, or
they were not; that the Scythians either were, or were
not, in earnest in their efforts to defend their country and
to punish the invaders ; and that in either case these
incidents could not have taken place. Whether the
Greeks wished to abandon Dareios or to save him, they
must have urged the Scythians to remain on the bank, in
the one case that the Scythians might fall victims to the
Persians, in the other that they might destroy the Persian
army in the confusion caused by the efforts of an un-
wieldy multitude caught in a snare. The Scythians,
indeed, are represented as knowing perfectly well the po-
sition of the Persian army at every stage of their march;
and therefore, as knowing that Dareios was in full retreat
for the bridge, they knew that he and his army must cross
it or speedily perish. Yet they are infatuated enough to
depart at the bidding of the lonians to go and look for
an enemy, whom, if only they remained where they were,
they might certainly slaughter at their ease. They had
nothing to do but concentrate their forces on the eastern
bank, leaving empty a space of a few furlongs or miles in
front of the bridge, and the Persian host must have run
into the jaws of utter destruction.

It is, however, perfectly natural that the Greek
tradition should represent the defeat of the Peisian king
Operations as more disastrous than it really was, or even
invent a defeat, when the enterprise was com-
paratively successful. It is most significant